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ROMAN s ix. 5. 
Who is over all, God bleſſed for evermore. 
HAT Important queſtion was Once 
aſked © What think ye of Chriſt ?” 


_ andit1s to be hoped that ſuch as 
have a real concern for their eternal welfare, 


have attentively conſidered the ſame : for 


_ verily it behoveth us to conſide? into whoſe 
hands we have committed our all, and in 


whom our hopes of immortality and ever 


laſting happineſs are placed. 

If men who have a ſum of money to 
diſpoſe of, are very careful into whoſe hands 
they commit the ſame, and will not adven- 
ture it till they have proper ſecurity, much 
more careful ought we to be into whoſe 
hands we commit our immortal ſpirits, 
truly who ſhould be no inferior a Being 


then a Faithful Creator. Truſt in the Lord 


with all thy might, is the language of inſpi- 

ration ; for they that truſt in the Lord are 
like Mount Sion, which can never be moved. 
therefore we are called to ruſt in the living 


Cod, who is the Saviour of all men, eſpecially 
them that believe. Now the great point I am 


at this time to prove is, whether this Saviour 
of all men be the living God, and therefore 
have made choice of a text which poſt- 
tively aſſerts that he is fuch, and the con- 
text points in preciſe terms, who the perſon 


155 VIZ. Chriſt deſcended from Ifrael with 
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regard to his human nature, but as touch- 
ing his divine nature, he is over all God 


_ bleſſed for evermore. This 1mportant point 


I now deſire to ſet forth in as conciſe and 
clear a manner as poſſible, making uſe of 


ſuch arguments and ſcripture proofs as ap- 
pear to me unanſwerable, and begging 


aſſiſtance from above, that nothing may be 
advanced but the pure truth. 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to prove our 
Saviour's Divinity. 

Secondly, make ſome 1 imbrovemens from 
what ſhall be advanced. 

Firſt, I am to prove our Saviour's 
Divinity. Thoſe names and aſcriptions are 


given to Chriſt, which would be highly. 
blaſphemous to give to any created 
being of what rank or dignity ſoever it 


might be. Tis well known that the name 
Jenovan is claimed by the Supreme 
Being to himfelf alone, and 1s deemed 
incommunicable, as the following paſſages 
clearly prove. Thus when the Almighty 
would impreſs awe and reverence upon the 
minds of the Iſraelites, he makes them many 
promiſes, and warns them by awful threat- 


enings in caſe of diſobedience ; he ſays, 7 


thou wilt not obſerve to do all the words þ this 
law, written in this book, that thou mayeſt fear 
this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD 
THy God And how often does the im- 
portant obſervation occur in the book of 
Leviticus? I AM THE LoRD, & elpectally in 


+ Deuteronomy xxviii. 58, F Leviticus XXIV, 23 
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the xxii chap. and the three laſt verſes are 
each of them cloſed with the ſolemn ſound. 
Many inſtances of the like nature are found 
in the prophets, eſpecially in the prophet 


Iſaiah ; thus when he is comforting the 
Church; which was at that time in diſtreſs, 
with the promiſe of redemption, and ſetting 
at defiance all her Oppoſers. he fays, I AM 


THE LORD ; that is my name: and my glory 


will I not give to another, neither my praiſe to 
graden images. T And ſo tremendous was 


this name that no Sacrifice was appointed 
for the blaſphemer, but he muſt die; ¶ for 
the Lord would not hold him guiltleſs who took 
bis name in vain, And the Jews (fallen as 
they are) at this day, have ſuch a venera- 
tion for this awful name that they don't 
ſuffer their children to pronounce it in 


common, not even in reading the Hebrew 


Bible, but have ſubſtituted another word 
inſtead of it. Now this very name, of 
which ſo much has been ſaid in Scripture, 
and in other good writers, 1s given to the 
Saviour of the world. This 1s the name 
whereby he ſhall be called IEHOVAEH A wr 
righteouſneſs. | In the travels of the Ifracl- 
ites att 1 wilderneſs, we have an 


account of their murmuring againſt 


the Lord; but being made ſenſible of 
their fin, they lay, we have ſinned againſt the 


Lord, — pray unto the Lord that be may 


3 5 Ifaiah x111. 8. J Deut. v. 11. || Jeremiah xxiii. 6. 
+ In every . of the Old Teſtament where 
the word Lord found in Capitals, the He- 


brew is JEHOVAH 3 "6d 3 is never applied to any crea- 
ture but to the Supreme Being only, 
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take away the ſerpents from us. * Now who 
was this Lord, or, according to the 
Hebrew, this Jehovah ? the Apoſtle tells 
us it was Chriſt, Neither let us tempt Chriſt 
as ſome of them alſo tempted, and were de- 
ſtroyed of ſerpents. | From hence it evi- 
dently appears that Chriſt as touching his 
divine nature is Jehovah. 

The name God again, as we find it in 
the New Teſtament, and for the moſt part 


in the Old, is always applied to the Su- 


preme Being, to quote the paſſages where 
that word occurs in that connexion, would 
far exceed the limits of a Sermon, and 1 


| apprehend it to be quite needleſs, ſeeing it 
abounds every where in the Bible. Now 
the very ſame appellation is given to Chriſt. 

He is the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 


and the Prince of Peace. F And when he 
iS comforting his Church, he addreſſes her 


in ſuch animating language as this, fear 


thou not. for thy maker is thy huſband, 
the Lord of Hoſts is his name, and thy re- 


deemer, the holy one of Iſrael, THE GOD of 


THE WHOLE EARTH, ſhall he be called. Here 
we ſee the believer's huſband and redeemer 
is the Gob of the whole Earth. To the very 
ſame purpole we find Thomas ſpeaking, after 


he had declared, unleſs I ſee in his hands 


the print of the nail &c. I will not believe: 


Our gracious Lord knowing both his words 
and his thoughts condeſcended to him, and 


* Numbers xxi. 7. |} 1 Corinthians . 9. 


+ Ifatah ix. 6. liv.;. 
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ſhewed him his hands and bid him not be 
faithleſs but believing; Thomas exclaims 


in pleaſing extacy, my Lord and my God, | 


Now had Thomas been miſtaken, in a mat- 


ter of ſuch conſequence, our Saviour would 
ſurely have rectified it, and not have left 


his well- meaning diſciple in ſo groſs a 
deceptio 1. 


The Apoſtle Jude carries the matter ſtill 


higher, even when an old diſciple, and 
writing an inſpired epiſtle, and I apprehend 
took time to deliberate, therein ſtiles him 
the only wiſe God our Saviour F And it 
ſeems pretty clear to me that it was Chriſt 
which St. John meant, when he ſaid 7s is 
the true God aud eternal life, F therefore if 
the divine titles mean any thing they muſt 
prove what the text aſſerts, viz. that Chriſt 
is ever all, Gd blefied for ever, I might 


mention many other names, which pro- 


perly belong to the deity, and yet are given 
to the friend of {inners, ſuch as, eternal, 

_ almighty, omnipotent, inviſible, &c. but 
I wave them at the preſent. 


Secondly, I prove his divinity from the 


Works ſaid to be done by him. In the firſt 
of Geneſis, we are informed how the world 


was made; and whowas the maker thereof; 


and the Pſalmiſt referring to the ſame, ſays, 

Die jpake and it was done, De commanded and 
it Hood faſt, ® and in another place he ſays, 
the fea is his, and he made it, and his bands 


John xx. 28. t Jodi. 25, f 1 John v. 20. 
= nt * Pſalm xxxiii. 3. 
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prepared the dry land. & But ofwhom isall 


this ſpoken? undoubtedly of the Supreme 


Being. Now this very work of creation is 


aſcribed to a precious Chriſt, as is very clear 
from the following paſſages, and not as a 
work delegated to himfroma ſuperior, but 
as the prime worker, thy maker is thy bu 
band, and thy redeemer, the holy one of Vrael 
All things were made by him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. ¶ One 


cannot help taking notice how particular 


and expreſs the Holy Ghoſt is, as if it were 
intended to cut off all cavil, and prevent 
any Miſtake; All things were made by him; 


then he was not a creature of any order 
| whatſoever, or he muſt have been created 


by ſome one himſelf. Likewiſe the redun- 


dency of the expreſſion renders it more 
emphatical ſtill; and without him was not 


any thing made which was made, ſo that no- 


thing can be more preciſe and particular. 


To the ſame effect, and more largely 
expreſſed, we find the Apoſtle's words are, 


for by bim were all things created, that arein 


heaven and in eartb, viſible and inuiſible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers; all things were created by him, and 
for him. And he is before all things, and by 
him all things conſiſt. T If words can be 
more to the purpoſe, they muſt be thoſe 


in the ſame epiſtle, for in him dwelleth the 


fullneſs of the Godhead bodily. | | 


$ Pſalm xwxv. 5. + Ifaiab liv. 5. d John 5, 4. 
t Coloſſians i. 16. 17. | !! Coloſſians ii, 9. 
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Such is the teſtimony of holy men on 
earth, men who ſpake and wrote as the 
ſpirit gave them utterance. Let me once 
more ſummons a ſet of witneſſes from the 
empyreal regions, and not of the inferior 
orders, I take the living creatures, and the 
four and twenty elders to be the higheſt 
ranks of created beings that we have any. 
information of even in Heaven ; We are 
favoured with a particular deſcription of 
theſe bright ſons of the morning in Eze- 
kiel, I and ſtill more ſo in Revelation, and 
we find them Join the twenty-four elders in 
caſting heir crowns before him that liveth for 
ever and ever, that is before Chriſt, and ſay- 
ing, thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive ho- 
nour and power, for thou baft created all 
things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were 
created. F It would be mighty eaſy to 
ſwell this diſcourſe with many more quo- 
tations upon this head, but I look upon 
_ theſe already produced quite ſufficient. 
Third, A third proof cf our Saviour's 
| divinity | is, the worſhip and adoration 
which is both demanded and given him. 
We ſee in the ſacred oracles how expreſs the 
Almighty is with regard to this article in 
Exodus 20. 3. 7. and in many other places, 
all to which our Lord referred when he 
ſaid to Satan, it is written, thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve. ¶ It would be endleſs to quote aj 


Ezekiel i. + Revelations iy, 8. 11, J Matt, iv. 10 
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the paſſages wherein the Almighty claims 
the worſhip of all in heaven and earth, and 
likewiſe the puniſhments inflicted upon 
Idolaters; which I ſuppoſe will not be deni- 
ed by any Arian, ſo that whatl have here to 


* prove is that the ſame worſhip is demanded 


and given to the Son of God. I apprehend 
prayer and praiſe are two very eſſential 
branches of divine worſhip, let the modes of 
them be ever ſo different, theſe we ſhall 


find given to the Son in their full extent. 
We find the divine Majeſty deſcribed in 


97th Pſalm with inimitable ſublimity, and 
in the 7th verſe it is ſaid, confounded be all 
they that ſerve graven images, that boaſt them- 


* ſelves in idols, worſhip him all ye Gods, which: 
very place is by the Apoſtle applied to 
/ Chriſt, with ſome little variation of phraſe, 


ſaying, and let all the Angels of God wor ſhip 


him, | 
Agreeable t to this we find Daniel ins; 


i T jaw in the night viſions, and bebold one like 


the ſen of man came with the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages ſhould 


ſerve his dominion in an everlaſting dominion 
which ſhall not paſs away, and his kingdom 


that which ſhall not be deſtroyed. Þ Here we 
find worſhip was to be given him by all 
people, nations and languages ; and ſurely 


he muſt be the 8 object of worſhip, 
{| Heb, i. 6. f Daniel vii. 13, 14+ 


616 


otherwiſe it would be downright idolat 
And this 1s juſtly due from the eſſential and 


inſeparable union which ſubſiſts between 
the Father and the Son, This our Lord 
aſſerts in his debate with the) ews, when they 


ſought to kill him, becauſe he made himſelf 


equal with God.“ And ſo he did; nor did he 


think it any robbery F or he would not 
have let them remain in ſo dreadful a miſ- 
take; but he was ſo far from contradicting 


them, that he confirms the great truth by 


aſſerting that all men ſhould honor the Father, 
He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father © Here is a claim which no 


Angel in Heaven dares, or even deſires to 


make, perhaps ſatan attempted ſomething 


of the kind when he ſaid, I will be like the 


Moſt high & But then his place in Heaven 


knew him no more, but he, and his unhap- 

Py aſſociates are reſerved in chains of darkneſs 
unto the judgment of the great day. J And 
ſhould any creature of what rank or order 
ſoever make the ſame attempt they would 


inevitably meet the ſame fate. But holy 


men, and holy angels have rejected that 


honour, when through ignorance it has 


been offered them. When Cornelius ſent 
for Peter to hear the words of life from 
him, he was ſo tranſported at the ſight of 


his apoſtolical gueſt that he fell down at his 


feet and worſhipped him, But Peter, knowing 
that ſuch homage belonged not to him, 2% 


* John v. 48. Phil. ii. 6. J John v. 23. ¶ John xiv. iv. 


E 
Bim up ſaying ſtand up, I myſelf alſo am a man 


In like manner we find Paul and Barnabas 
at Lycaonia, acting the ſame becoming part 


when the multitude brought oxen and gar- 


lands according to their manner, and would 


have done Sacrifice with the people. Bur theſe 


faithful ſervants of God would not be dei- 


| fied, and therefore rent their cloaths, and 


ran in among the people crying, Sirs, why do 
ye theſe things? we alſo are men of like paſ- 

ions with you, and preach unto you that ye 
ſhould turn from theſe vanities unto the living 
God, which made heaven and earth, and the 
fea, and all things which are therein Se. $ In 
like manner we find when the Angel was 
ſhewing the Apoſtle John the heavenly glo- 


ries, he was even ſo overcome with the 


angelical glory, that he fell twice into the 
ſame miſtake, and would have worſhiped 
him; but he rejects it with an abruptneſs, 
which ſhews him to have been in haſte, and 
as it is in greek ſee not | 1 am thy fellow 
Servant worſhip God. F I am the more par- 
ticular in theſe well known circumſtances, 
to make what follows appear in its proper 
light. For we find inſtances both of men 
and Angels paying humble adoration to 
him that was ſlain, nor does he refuſe it, 
nor are they blamed for it. 
The poor Cananiſh woman begins her 
addreſs to him in the language of divine 
worſhip: Have mercy on me O Lord thou ſon 


Adds, 14. 14, 15. + Ora me. t 1 Rev. 19. 10, | 
&c. 22. 8. 


( 12 ) 
of David, and as he ſeemed not to regard 
her, ſhe came and worſhiped him, ſaying, Lord, 
help me. But did our Lord repulſe her ? did 
he reprove any miſtake in her? no: on the 
contrary, ſhe is greatly commended by him, 
ſaying, O woman great is thy faith, be it un- 
to thee even as thou wilt. F "hh like manner 
after our omnipotent Lord had ſtilled the 
raging Tempeſt, and had entered into the 
ſhip, and quieted the minds of the agitated * 
diſciples, it is ſaid, then they that were in 
the ſhip, came and worſhiped him, ſaying, of a © 
truth, thou art the ſon of God. || The next 
-inftatice which 1 Mall adduce, is the caſe of 
the man that was born blind. After he 
had vindicated the honour of his divine, 
though unknown,-benefaQor, and on that 
account was expelled the Synagogue, our 
Lord found him and ſaid, Doſt thou believe 
in the ſon of God? He anſwered, who 1s be 
Lord, that I might believe in him? and Feſus | 
ſaid unto him, thou haſt both ſeen him, and it 
ts he that talketh with thee. And be aid, | 
Lord, 1 believe and be worſhiped him. Tf 
The ſame divine homage was given to 
the Prince of Peace, after he had overcome 
the ſharpneſs of death, and had burſt the 
| barriers of the tomb. A little before his 
paſſion he had aſſured his diſciples that he 
would riſe again and go before them into 
Galilee, and, according to that promiſe, 
the eleven diſciples went away into Galilee 


+ Matt, 15. 22, 28. || Matt. 14. 33. + John . 
| 35, 38. John 9. 85 | 


e, 
7:1, | Here is a martyr, in his laſt moments, com- 


1 $ Chap, xxviit. 16. 17, 


n 9. 


ſhipped him. S 
1 yet we dont find them blamed on that ac- 


1 viſit at Jeruſalem. 


* bleſſed them. 
3 bleſſed them, he was parted from them aud 
carried up into Heaven. 
! SHIPPED - HIM, 27d returned to Feruſalem- 

1 with great joy. F Thus we find even after 
his bodily preſence was removed, yet con- 
3 ſcious of his divinity, they acknowle dged it 

upon the very ſpot where he had lifted up 
3 his very gracious hands and bleſſed them, 
and then he was received from their fight. 


5 


into a mountain where 


Feſus had appointed 
And when they ſaw him they wor- 
Here was divine adoration ; 


them. 


count, either by our Lord, or any one 
elſe. The very ſame 1s afterted by Sr. 
Luke, when our Lord paid them his laſt 
Ile led them out as far 
ns Bethany; and he lift up his hands and 
And it came to paſs, while be 


AND THEY WOR- 


Rut if good men ſhould be even miſtaken 


in life, it "highly becomes them in death 
to be certain that they ſhould commit 
their ſouls into the hands of a faithful 
creator; and ſurely if that is the caſe with 
every good man, more eſpecially it ought 

to be the caſe with every martyr ; now this 
we find to have been the caſe with the firſt 
.- ] chriſtian martyr : 
ling and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit. 
1 And be kneeled down, and cried with a loud. 
voice, Lord lay not this fin to their charge. +_ 


They ftoned Stephen, cal- 


+ Luke xxiv. 50. 51. 82 
1 Acts vii. 59. 60, 
B 


E 


mitting his ſoul into the hands of his Savi- 
our, and praying to the ſame gracious 
Redeemer for the pardon of his murderers. 
Now, ſurely, he unto whom a dying chriſ- 
tian, a martyr, nay, the firſt chriſtian 
martyr, commits his ſoul in his laſt mo- 
ments, muſt be God, or he goes out of the 
world an idolator. 

Fourth, A fourth proof of our Saviour's. 
divinity is his Omniſcience. This is an 
attribute aſcribed to the deity alone. and 
i therefore cannot be juſtly aſcribed to any 
148 creature, let their rank or dignity be ever 
18 fo high. How awfully is this diſplayed in 
11118 the 139 Pſalm? How does the man after 
18 God's own heart confeſs in 11th and 12th 
1198 verſes, Tf IT ſay, ſurely the darkneſs ſhall. 

} cover me; even the night ſhall be light about 
11 me. Yea, the darkneſs bideth not from thee : 
111138 but the night ſpineth as the day, the darkneſs 
11:48 and the light are both alike to thee, 
| Man can only look at the outward ap- 
pearance, but it is the prerogative of the 
Tord alone t loc at the heart. F David, in 
his laſt charge to his ſon Solomon, makes 

4 this a capital argument to engage the heart 
u of the young Prince in the ſervice of God. 
i Aud thou Solomon my ſon, know thou the G 
fl of thy Father, and ſerve him with a perfect 
j'  beart, and with a willing mind, and mark 
iti reaſon , for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, 
it 
| 
| 
| 


and underflandeth all the imaginations of the | | 
thoughts, | As if he had ſaid, dont attempt | 


+ 1 Sam. xvi. 7. || 1 Chron, xxviii, 9. 
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to deceive infinite wiſdom, for God is bet- 
ter acquainted with thy deſigns, defires, 
and thoughts, than thou art thyſelf, and 
nothing but ſincerity will ſtand before 
him. 

The ſame thought ſtrikes him when he 
was making very liberal ofterings towards 
the building of the Temple. '1 know 446 
my God, that thou trieſt the heart, ond haſt 
I in uprightneſs, * 25 1 he had ſaid, 
let me not deceive myſelf withall this out- 
ward ſhew ; for though it is altoniſhing wn 
the eyes of man, yet "thou, who ſeeſt th 
motives from whence J at, ſeeing cok 
trieſt the heart, art pleaſed alone with up- 
LET In this alſo Jeremiah took re- 
fuge, while his enemies laboured to blacken 
him, and render him vile and abominabie 


in the eyes of others; he cries out, but, 
O Lord of Hats, that judgeſt rightecufly, 


| that trieft the reigns and the hearts, let me 


ee thy vengeance in them, || viz. his enemies, 


that thats deſigns might be truftrated. 


Thus Solomon, at the "dedication of the 


Temple, among other acknowledgements, 
For THOU, 


even THOU ONLY knoweft the hearts of all the 
children of men. & Thus we find the Know- 
ing of men's thoughts, the trying the 
1 hearts and reins, is manifeſtly alcribed to 
5 the deity alone; 
1055 that very attribute is aſcribed to Chriſt. 


now it is as evident that 


I Chron, xxix. 17. Jer. xi. 20. 30. 12. 
981 Riot, viii. 39 
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| Many inſtances of this appear. 7eſus did 
not commit himſelf unto them, becauſe he knew | 
all men, And needed not that any ſhould teſ- 
tify of man ; for he knew what was in man. 
* Thus when the Phariſees were plotting | 
I and cabaling againſt him. it is ſaid, Ye 
| knew their thoughts. In like manner wien 
they were propoſing an enſnaring queſtion 
| to him, it is ſaid, %s GNOUS PONERIAN | 
| AvTooN + knowing their wickedneſs, made 
| his reply accordingly, convincing them 
| that he was privy to the moſt latent thoughts 
| of their hearts. Likewiſe, at a certain 
| time, when his doctrine had not only given 
8 brage to the Jews, but even to ſeveral 
i N be his profeſſed followers, in ſo much that 
they were much ſtaggered, he told them 
| plainly, But there are ſome of you that be- 
1 liebe net. And it is added, For Jeſus knew | 
* from the leg inning, who they were which le- 
| 


lieved not, and who ſhould betray him. &. 

Thus we find Ommniſcience is juſtly aſcribed ' 

to the friend of ſinners, _ | 
Fifth, A fifth proof of the divinity of } 

the Son of God, is his Omnipotence; this 

[| is an attribute inconteſtably belonging to 

od alone; a power which can do every | * 

18 thing, making all things of nothing, or 

| nothing of all things, and which nocreature ö 

is able to reſiſt; who ſpeaks dead matter 

| into hving forms, ordains the living into 

dead matter. All oppoſition, whether 

. * John li, 24. 25. Matt, Kii, 25. + Matt. xxii. 
ee John vi. 64. Rev. ii. 23. 
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from men or devils, muſt neceſſarily fall 


before him: the bible is full of this, fo 
that to quote paſſages of this ſort would be 
almoſt endleſs, and what no one who pre- 


1 tends to believe the bible will gain-fay, 


What I am concerned to prove 1s, that the 


very ſame uncontroulable power over dead 


matter, or living creatures, 1s aſcribed to 
that Saviour, who gave himſelf a ranſom 


for all. Touching his creating power, his 


making all things, that has been already 
conſidered ; ſo that from the inviſible things 
of him from the creation, are clearly ſeen, be- 
ing underſtood by the things that are made, 
even his ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD, 
What under this head is to be conſidered. 
is, his irreſiſtable arab devils and over | 
the elements. 
His power over ſatan was foretold ſoon. 
after man's ſhameful fall, and 1s thought 
to be the firſt promiſe of a divine deliverer, 
when it was ſaid, that the ſeed of the woman 


| ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head, and to 


which the Apoſtle very probably alludes, 
when he tells us that he had ſpoiled princi- 


1] palities and powers making an open ſhew of 
4 them : and to whom St. Paul applies the 


words of the Pſalmiſt, thou haſt aſcended on 
high, thou haſt led captivity captive ; thou 
baſt received gifts for men; yea, for the re- 
bellious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them. But toattend unto facts. 
It is probable there never was an age in 
Which the devil triumphed more than! int he 
53 


— 
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age in which our Saviour was born, at 


leaſt not ſince the general deluge. We 


read of no period in which he had poſſeſſion 


of O many miſerable bodies; and ſoon 


after our Lord's entering upon his public 


employment, we find him begin to diſlodge 
thoſe infernal inhabitants. Nay, thoſe ſa- 
tanical agents attempt no reſiſtance, well 
knowing it would be in vain to reſiſt Om- 
nipotence. Take one paſſage, in full, 
inſtead of many. And in the ſynagogue 


there was a man which had a ſpirit of an unclean devil, q 
and cried out wilh a loud voice, ſaying, let us alone, 


what hawe e⁊ 10 an arith thee, the FJeſuss 07 Nazareth ? 
art theu cemelo weftroy us ? I kn:w thee, who thou art; 


the Holy Oneof Cod. And Jeſus rebuked him, jaying, 
| hold thy peace, and come out of him, fAnd when the 


devil bad thrown him in the midſt he came cat of him, 


and hurt him not. And they rere all amazed, and 
; ſpoke among themſelves, Jaying, avhat a word is this ? 
for with authority and foaver, he commandeth the un- 
"clean ſpirits ond they come out, || Nay, theſe exiles from 
| heaven, and haters of God and Man, 

could not ſo much as deſtroy a few ſwine 
without his permiſſion, For in another 
place we find a cruel band, of theſe tor- 


mentois, of the human kind, having poſ- 


ſeflion of one poor man, but Jeſus in pity 
to the miſerable being drives them thence, 
and they beſcech him toſuffer their remain- 
ing alittle longer in the country, ſuppoſin 

they could do no more miſchief than that 


of deſtroying the mean property of ſwine, 


very likely belonging to ſome worldlings 'Þ 
in the neighbourhood, F In ſhort, we find 


| Loke iv, 33 37. f Leviticus ii. 4 
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that whereſoever he takes to himſelf his 
great power, hell itſelf trembles at his word, 

Another inſtance of his Omnipotence is, 
his immediate power over the fierceſt ele- 
ments. When the three Iſraelitiſn heroes 
refuſed to fall down and worſhip the gol- 


4 den Image, the incenſed Monarch com- 
7 manded the valiant Youths to be caſt into 
2 a dreadful fiery furnace; and to make ſure 
work of it, he commanded the furnace to 
be heated ſeven times more than it was 
wont to be heated. Nevertheleſs, to his 
very great ſurprize, he perceives the fire 
has loſt its force, and its very nature ſeems 
3 reverſed; and why? becauſe the Son of God . 
3 walks with them; * being mindful of his 
promiſe & on this important occaſion, __ 


The raging winds, and ſtormy tempeſts, 


are equally obſequious to their heaven! 
Sovereign, and immediately fulfil his om- 
nific word. See the ſeveral inſtances, 
Matt. viii. 24, 26. Mark! iv. 39. Luke: 
viii. 24. John vi. 20. Well might the 
] aſtoniſhed diſciples ſay, What manner of 
man is this, that even the Wind and the Sea 
1 obey bim? Every diſeaſe, were it ever ſo 
malignant, yielded to his healing hand, or 
all- powerful word; yea, the hardy Soldiers 


7 who came to apprehend him, were ſtruck. 


to the ground at his ſimple I am; and he 
could as eaſily have ſtruck them dead, or 
7 ji into hell. Now if the trembling obedience 


„ Daniel Ul, 3 $ Ifaiah xlit 2 


. 
of Devils, the ſuſpended rage of devouring 
flames, the ſtilling of ſtormy ſeas, and furi- 
ous tempeſts, and tremour of hardy and re- 


ſolute men, are not inſtances of Almighty | 
power, as well as creating all things out of 


nothing, it is hard to tell what is. Such is 


thy unlimited power, O! thou bleeding 


Prince of Peace. 


Sixth. A ſixth proof of his divinity is his Omni- 


preſeace; and indeed, not one of the leaſt; this 


attribute is claimed by Jehovah alone. In directing , 
the mode and manner of the tabernacle worſhip in 


the wilderneſs, the Lord, to encourage them, ſays, 


In all places where I record my name, I will come to thee f 


and 1 will bleſs thee, 1 And to ſhew the ubiquity 


of the Almighty, Solomon ſays, behold the heaven, aud | 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee : how much 


- Jeſs this houſe which I have Built? (In conſequence of | 


the preroga iye, it is that God can fulfil his promiſe 
of being with his ſervants in all their dangers and 
diſtreſſes. So he ſpoke to the Iſraelites, || and ſo he 
ſpoke to Joſhua, 4s I was with Moſes, Jo will I be 
 ewith thee. AT will newer leave thee nor forſake thee $ 


Could any Being who is not Omnipreſent, ſpeak in 


ſuch a ſtile as this? Yet farther. I dwell in the . 
and Holy place, with him, ah that is of an humble 
fpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones, ® thus he ſpeaks to his 
deſponding Church, Fear thou not for I am with thee; 


Be not diſmayed ; for I am thy God I will ſtrengtben 1 


Ipbee, yea I will help thee ; yea I will uphold thee by the 


right hand of my righteouſneſs () that we may ſee what j 


ſtreſs the Almighty lays upon this attribute, he reaſons 


Am I a God at hand, ſaith the Lord, and not afar ? 
Can any thing hide itſelf in ſecret places, that I fall 
not fee bim Jaiththe Lord, Do NoT | FILL HEaven X 
AND EARTH. [] Now let us ſee whether the bleſſed : 


Jeſus does not aſſume this very prerogative in its full 


1 Exodus xx. 24 ( 2 Chron. vi. 18. || Joſh. i. 5 


Deut. xxxi. Iſaiah lvii. 15. () Iſaiah xli. 10, 
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extent. To encourage his ſervants in well-doing, 
and alſo to aſſemble themſelves together in his name, 
he makes them this precious promiſe, Where two or 
three are met in my name, there am I in the midft of them. 
t Now how can he fulfil this promiſe unleſs he js 
every where? and how can he be poſleſſed of that at- 
tribute unleſs he is Jehovah ? ſuppoſing two or three 
are gathered here in this place, the like number in 
London, Edinburgh, Dublin, Jeruſalem, or where 
you pleaſe, if he ſpoke the truth he is bound to ful 
fil his word; but that he can never do unleſs he fills 
all ſpace, and that he cannot do unleſs he 1s in the 
molt abſolute ſenſe of the word, God. Nay, after his 
reſurrection he made in effect the ſame promiſe, and 
it requires the ſame ability to fulfil it. Le, 7 am 
wwith you alway, even to the end of the world | 
Now that promiſe was not limitted to the Apoſtles 

only, as is plain from the term, to the end of theworld; 
but muſt be extended to all his miniſters, in every age 


and country. But if any one would wrangle through 


a ſtone wall, and ſay, but it did belong to the Apoſ- 
tles only, what advantage would they gain? For it 
15 very plain the Apoſtles were diſperſed abroad far 
and wide, and it is a doubt if two of them remained 
always together; ſo that ſtill he muſt be Omnipre- 
ſent to be with them all; ſo that the oppoſers of this 
doctrine muſt take their choice either to believe the 
bleſſed Redeemer to be over all God bleed for ever ; 
or to accuſe the immaculate Lamb of God for being 

Seventh. Forgiving of ſins is another incommuni- 
cable property in the deity. I know this is not granted 
in the Church of Rome, and I wiſh the Church of 


England was free from this taint; but if all the 


Churches in the world ſhould uſurp this prerogative 


of the deity, yet none can forgive fins but God alone, He 


and he alone, Zeepeth mercy for thouſands, forgiving 


iniquity, and tranſgreſſion and ſin, © He, and be only, 


can lay, I, even I am hewhich blotteth out thy tranſ ß 
greſſions, and will not remember thy fins. ) We dont 
find in ſcripture either man or angel attempting to do 
t Mat. xviii. 20. Chap. xxviii. 20. L Exo. xxxiv. 
| 7. () Iſaiah xliii. 25. | 
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this. Neither Moſes, Saul; Daniel, or any other 
ſervant of God. No, it was only the Lord who could 
forgive their iniquity and remember their fin no more. | 
Nor do we find any of the Apoſtles attempting any 
thing of this kind, let the people be ever ſo penitent. 
Peter exhorts the Jews to repent and be converted that 
their fins might be blotted out: but never ſays by the 

authority of God committed to me I abſolve you,” 
that vile uſurpation was left for the latter days. And 
though there were very groſs errors during the three 
firlt centuries, yet that abomination did not make its 
horrid appearance. But we find the friend of man- 
kind, communicating this unſpeakable mercy, and 
laying Son, thy /ins be forgiven thee [ Vea, he could ſay 
to a proud phariſee concerning a poor wretched ſin- 
ner, wherefore, 1 ſay unto thee, her fins which are many 
are forgiven her. Likewiſe he repeats the charming 
ſound to the poor offender, thy fas are forgiven. 8 
This is therefore a ſatisfactory proof that he 15 over 
all, God bleſſed forever, 

Eighth. His inſeparable, and yet W 
union with the Father, is another infallable proof of 
his Divinity, See the following paſſages. I and my 
Father are one. ¶ He that hath ſeen one hath ſeen the. 
Father; and how ſayſt thou, ſhea us the Father? Be- 
liewveſ thou not that I am inthe Father, aud the Father 
in me ? the words that I ſpeak unto Jou, I jpeik not of 
myſelf ; but the Father that awelleth in me, he doeth the 
avorks. Believe me that lam in the Father, àud the 
Father in me |] Thus the fulneſs of the Godhead davelt 
in him bodily, that every knee might bow, and every . | 
tongue confeſs him to be the Lord unto the glory of 

the Father. Tis true, this doctrine gave great of 
fence to the Jews, inſomuch that they took up ſtones 
to ſtone him for blaſphemy, that being a wan zhox 
vi thyſelf to be God ſay they () How does our Lord 
urge this claim in his laſt prayer ? T hat they all may 
be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be one in us -» in them and thou ia me. | 

Ninth Thé form of words uſed in baptiſm, is ano- 
ther clear proof of his divine nature, and which we 

1 Jerem. xxx1. 34. [Mark ii. 5. Luke vii. 47, 48 
| 4 John x. zo. [] John xiv. 9 1011, () John v. 17. 20 
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have his command for ; Go ye therefore and teach all 


nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt || When St. Paul was 
reproving the Corinthians for their partiality for par- 
ticular perſons or preachers, he aſks, was Paul cruci. 
fied for you ? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 
Nay, he had not baptized any Jjave Criſpus and Gaius, 
and thanks God for it, leſt any one ſhould jay that he had 


2 Baptized in his own name || So that being baptized into 


the name of Father, Son, and Spirit, ſhews the equa- 
lity of the divine perſons, otherwiſe why are we equal - 
ly baptized into the name of each? To this I might 
add, that apoſtolical benediction with which con- 
gregations are uſually diſmiſſed, /e grace of our Lord 
Tejus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the fel loauſpip of 
the Holy Ghoſt be with us all ; This plainly ſhews the 
divine equality, and conſequently the divinity of the 
adorable Redeemer of the world, **VV 
The temh and laſt proof of the Godhead: . 
of Chriſt which I ſhall bring, is, that of his being the 
Judge of all. The Pſalmiſt cries out, Fudge me O God 
and plead my cauſe * The God, the mighty God, even 
JEHOVAH hat ſhall call to the Heavens and the Earth, 
that he may Fudge his people, JIRHOVAH judgeth the 
people. 1 It would almoſt be endleſs to quote paſſages 
of this ſort, where the Almighty 1s ſpoken of and ap- 
pealed unto, as the ſole judge of all But who is 
this Jehovah, this mighty God, this Judge of all, who 
is to judge his ſaints, and the world in righteouſneſs ? 
To the law and the teſtimony, and there receive the 
anſwer. The Father judgeth no man ; but hath commit- 
ted all judgement to the Son: That all ſhall honour the 
Son, even as they honour the Father. ¶ When the Son of 
man ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy Angels with 
him, then thall he fit upon the throne of his glory. And 
before him ſhall be gathered all nations, and he ſhall di- 
vide them—T hen ſhall the King ſay to them on his Right 
hand, Come ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the kingaom 


4 prepared for you from the foundation of the world. T hen 


Gall he jay to them on the left hand, Depart from me ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
Mat, ii. 12. {| Cor. i. 14, 1. Pſalm Xliii. 1. 
|  1Pſalm vii. 8. © John v. 22, 23. 


„ 2 ͤ z 


tC 24 J 
his angels, Cc.“ Here is the Judge, and here is his 
irreverſable ſentence, which muſt ſtand firm for ever. 


For truly we muſt all appear before the judgment. ſeat of 
Chriſt ; t that every one may give an account of him- 


ſelf. For the Lord the righteous Fudge will give the | 


crown of righteouſneſs to all ſuch as love his appearing. + 
T ſaw a great white throne, and him that ſat thereon, 


from whoſe face the earth ana the heaven fled away: aud | 


there was no place found for them. And ] ſaw the dead, 
ſmall and great ſtand _ God: and the books were 
opened : and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life; and the dead were judged out of thoſe things 


which were written in the books, every man according to 


his works.|| Such is the ſublime and awful account of 


the Son of man coming in the Clouds of heaven ; Oh 
may we bow to his golden ſceptre, that we may not 
feel his iron rod! 8 | „ 


Now, my brethren, if the names, works, and wor- 


_ ſhip of God: his attributes, pardoning ſins, being 

baptized and bleſſed in his name, and his being Judge 
of quick and dead, dont prove him to be that deity 
ewho is, who was, and who is to come, the Almighty, I 
think we may call his very exiſtance in queſtion. But 


if all theſe prove him to be the very God of Heaven 


and Earth, then they prove what the text aſſerts, to 


wit, that Chrift Jeſus is over all God blaſed for euer 


Much time is gone, and therefore I cannot detain 


you much longer, only I muſt drop a few hints by way 


ol improvement. | 


What amazing condeſcen ſion, pity love, and good- 
neſs, has the Lord of Glory ſhewn to vile Sinners, in 


ſtooping to ſuch circumſtances of poverty, pain and 
diſtreſs ? O pauſe! ponder! wonder and ſtand aſton- 


| Uhed at the amazing ſcene ! ſee the grace of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet for our ſakes 


| Gecame poor, that we through his poverty might me made 
rich. O! let his love, his dying love, conſtrain every 
| ſoul here preſent, to love him again, and to cry out in 
ſweet coufuſion, what fall I render unto the Lord, for 


| all his benefits, conferred upon me a ruined finner. A 


„Mat. xxv. 31. f 2 Cor. 10. + 2 Tim. 4. 8. 
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Prince dying for his rebellious ſubjects, is 
an unheard of inſtance of goodneſs; and 

yet, that is nothing in compariſon of this; 
ſeeing the creature bears no proportion to 


the quality of his great creator. Let the 
Heavens rejoice, let the Earth be glad, 


yea, let the inhabitants of the rock 2 ing; for 


the Lord God Almighty, has redeemed 


ſinful men with the price of his blood. 
This is the ſong of the holy inhabitant 
above, and which makes the heavenly 
arches ring, thou waſt flain, and haſt redeem. 
8d us to God by thy blood. Sweet ſong and 
ſweet Saviour! O let every Soul here learn 
it, and tune it for ever! 
II. How inexcuſable muſt every neg- 
lector of this great ſalvation be? what 
could the Lord of glory have done, for his 
Vineyard, that he hath not done? the Lord 
God dies for ſinful worms; and yet, O 
aſtoniſhing folly! baſe ingratitude! they 
will not be reconciled to him, they will 
hearken to any thing, rather than the voice 


of the heavenly charmer. Trade, money 


getting, or money ſpending, in the moſt 
ſilly, empty, and vain manner poſſible, yet 
will be preferred to the pearl of great price. 

Vain, ſinful ſports, and paſtimes, are eager- 
ly ſought after, often to the ruin of credit, 
ſubſtance, family, yea ſoul, and body for | 


ever, rather than the pleaſures bought at 


ſuch an ineſtimable price, and which are at 
God's right hand for ever more. Q, ye 
betrayers, and crucifiers of the Son af God! 
is it not enough that you muſt have all the 
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thunders of Sinai, all the curſes of God's 
book againſt you, and your own accumu- 
lated crimes, but muſt the cries of a dying 
Jeſus, which you have deſpiſed, the blood 
and wounds which you have ſlighted, and 
al | the unknown anguiſh which he endur- 
ed, Tay muſt all this ſtare you in the face, 
in that awful day? Alas! my dear fellow. 
ſinners, what will dreſs, and finery, ſhew, 
and parade, pomp, and honour, ſpacious. 
rooms, luxurious tables, friends, and plea- 
ſing companions avail you now! All like 
Jo many furies will encreaſe your anguiſh 
for ever. 

III. Beware how any of 3 you ſet up moral 
rectitude, human acquirements, rational 
_endowments, and ſpeculative refinements, 
inſtead of the atoning blood of Jeſus, who. 
is God and Man! nay, let neither ortho- 
doxy, nor formality, uſurp the place of 

Chritt 3 in you the. hope of Glory. 
IV. Let all who proffeſs to believe the 
divini y of Chriſt take heed they reſt not 
in an empty notion of the doctrine, leaſt 
they be condemned out of their own mouths, 
Let them remember, that calling Lord, 
Lord, will not ſupply the place of ſound con- 
verſion. Let them be found living fruitful 
branches, of this living and fruitful Vine; 
herein is he and his Father glorified that wwe 
bring forth much fruit, ſo ſhall we be his diſ- 
ciples, to whom with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be equal and undivided hon- 
our, praiſe, and power in the Church 
triumphant for evermore. Amen. 


F IN I. S. 


